








showed Nephi the vision of the Savior's birth and let him draw his own conclusions, then exclaimed 
his own joy at the truth they now shared. I spoke further of the condenscension of Jesus in coming to 
earth under a "cloud" of suspicious circumstances. Mary could not possibly tell anyone the truth 
about her conception -- she would have been stoned to death. Joseph, just man that he was, when he 
learned that Mary was expecting, wanted to end the engagement privately, so as not to put Mary to 

shame. But when the angel told him the truth, he humbly shared in Mary's "shame", and married her. 
[I didn't mention this , but I am also deeply impressed with the manifestation of reverence, respect, 
and self-control, shown by Joseph and Mary in not consummating their marriage till after Jesus' 
birth.] So, in complete opposition to the truth, it appeared to all their family, friends, and 
community, that Joseph and Mary "had to get married." This circumstance was far more humiliating 
to our Savior than having been born in a stable. Such was the humility of our Savior and of the good 
earthly parents to whom he was sent. 

I also commented on Lehi's observ·ation that he beheld that the multitudes who finally reached the 
tree of life "came forth and fell down and partook of the fruit of the tree." (1 Nephi 8:30). Usually, 
one stands, even reaches, in order to take fruit from a tree. I believe that what Lehi saw in his 
vision is that one does not just go up to the tree of life and take its fruit: one kneels, and the fruit 
is offered to us by one having authority -- just as we must be baptized by one having authority from 
God, and in partaking of the sacrament, the emblems are brought to us by "lowly" deacons. Thus, in 
order to partake of God's love, we must humble ourselves, even as our Savior humbled himself. The 
Condescension of God was further manifest in Jesus' humility in being baptized by John, a man who, 
though by his own admission was not worthy to unlatch Jesus' shoelace, nevertheless had authority 
from God to perform that essential ordinance. 

Well, that's not everything I said -- just a few of the thoughts that poured out so freely. It was 
really a humbling and thrilling experience. Many who spoke to me afterwards said that the thoughts I 
had expressed, which I was careful to express as personal feelings and not as Church doctrine, rang 
true to them. 
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Bishop Ahlander called me the following day to thank me, and said that on Christmas afternoon he and 
his family had visited his father-in-law, Elder Neil Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve, and that he 
had told him all about my talk! Had I known my talk was to have been reported to one of the Church's 
apostles that afternoon, I think I would have died of fright -- or certainly reeled in my speculations 
a bit! (Elder Maxwell, who currently suffers from cancer, is just about my favorite speaker of the 

Church's "General Authorities". He has a command of the scriptures and a gift for beautiful, concise, 
poetic expression that just amazes me). Mercifully, Bishop Ahlander did not report Elder Maxwell's 
reaction. 

Well, thanks for the opportunity of sharing this experience. I hope that you will each experience 
much peace and joy during this wonderful season. And if you, like me, have been a "grinch" over the 
years about the Christmas tree, well, consider the possibility that maybe the tradition might not be 
ENTIRELY pagan in its origins! 

Love, 

Tracy 
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