












Date: Tuesday, December 9, 1997 8:04:01 PM 
From: HTHALLJR 
Subj: A Christmas Message: Giving is all that matters 

Dear family and friends, 

This piece from today's Salt Lake Tribune made me think of my mother and my sisters and all their 
Christmas sewing efforts. (J/K [= Just Kidding] , ) Enjoy' 

Tracy 

http://www.sltrib.com/ 

Tuesday, December 9, 1997 

Ugly Brown Blouse Proves Giving Is All That Matters 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
PROVO -- Like the proverbial petrified fruitcake, the' 'Ugliest Brown Blouse" has' has haunted 

Marlise Brough for decades. 
Now, it's back. 
The latest chapter in a long-running gift-giving feud between sisters left Brougtough tongue-tied 

and red-faced. "Santa" delivered the 20-year-old brown polye-ster blouse 
Thursday night at Provo City's employee Christmas Party. 

, , Just wait," Brough, Provo Library's director of audio visual services, finally mar managed to say. 
Mayor-elect Lewis Billings helped deliver the gift no one wants. In a rigged draw drawing, 

Billings held an envelope of employee names for Santa to pick the winner of a framed,lmed, 
autographed piece of art. 
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Brough's name, it turned out, was on all those pieces of paper in the envelope. The .... artll was the 
blouse. 

" .. It was ugly then and it's ugly now," said her sister, Terrise Giovinazzo, 33, of Stockton, Calif. 
Giovinazzo was in junior high when she made the blouse, her first effort at sewing. Her mother 

would not allow her to throw it away, so Giovinazzo stuffed it inside Brough's suitcase when she 

came for a visit. 
And so it began. Last year, a magician pulled it out of a hat. Another year, it was baked in a 

birthday cake. Then, there was the year it returned, hidden inside a carton of ice cream. 
It even dangled on Brough's Christmas tree when Giovinazzo molded it with papier-mache into an, 

apple-shaped ornament and Brough didn't recognize it for a year. 
Giovinazzo recounts she was most surprised on her honeymoon and during the birth of her first 

child. During her honeymoon, Giovinazzo looked forward to an elegant breakfast in their Napa Valley 
resort suite. But when the silver lid was lifted, it was blouse a la carte. 

And in 1 994, Giovinazzo's firstborn was swaddled in the well-traveled polyester. 
Brough, 46, said Thursday night's reunion with the blouse was tough to beat -- even 

better than the time it was wrapped around the roots of a potted plant and wasn't 
discovered until the plant died, a year later. 

.... Wait until next year," Brough laughed ..... Just wait." 
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